
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Sunday Divine Liturgies: 9:00 am - English / 10:15 am - Ukrainian 
Weekday Divine Liturgies: 8:00 am or 9:00 am оr 7:00 pm 
Holy Days Liturgy: 9:00 am or Previous Day at 7:00 pm 

 

No. 1/17               CHURCH BULLETIN – ЦЕРКОВНИЙ ВІСНИК          January 1, 2017 / Січень 1, 2017 
 

DIVINE LITURGIES SCHEDULE: 

Sunday before Theophany, January 1, 2017. Circumcision of Our 
Lord; Basil the Great - Arcbishop .  
  
Festal Tone: Epistle: Colosians 2:8-12. / Gospel: Mark 1:1–8.  
  
9:00 a.m. – (God’s Blessing upon Mychailo, Paulina, Paul & 
Abramchuk Family, req. Family) – English.  

- Myrovannia, anointing with blessed oil and distribution of blessed Prosphora 

10:15 a.m. – Pro Populo – Ukrainian 

12:00 Noon – Divine Liturgy - Ukrainian. 
  
Monday, January 2, 2017. – Sylvester Pope.  

7:00 p.m.  – God’s Blessing upon Fr. Popovici & Family,  
                                                                    req. Halyna Kaplun  
Tuesday, January 3, 2017. Malachy Prophet. 

9:00 a.m. – God’s Blessing upon Robert & Leticia Nalewayko (3) 
  
8:00 p.m. - Bible Study (Reading, Explanation, etc) – Eng. 
  
Wednesday, January 4, 2017. Synaxis of the 70 Apostles.   

9:00 a.m. - God’s Blessing upon Luba, Petro, Roman, Oksana,  
        Andriana, Sofiya, Ivan, Ruslana, Petro, Eva, req. Family (3) 
  
8:00 p.m. - Bible Study (Reading, Explanation, etc) – Ukr. 
 Thursday, January 5, 2017. Vigil of Theophany.       
Note: Today is a day of fasting (meat may not be eaten, however, eggs and dairy 
products are permitted.                                     

 6:00 p.m. - Great Compline with Lytia and Great Blessing of water 

Friday, January 6, 2017. Theophany of Our Lord. **Holy Day of 
Obligation** 
9:00 a.m. - Divine Liturgy with Blessing of water – English 
Note: after the Liturgy will be anointing and distribution of a blessed 
Prosphora. 
Saturday after Epiphany, January, 2017. Synaxis of John the Baptist.   

10:00 a.m. – Pro Populo – Ukrainian 
Sunday after Theophany, January 8, 2017. Our Venerable Father George. 

9:00 a.m. – (God’s Blessing upon Roman, Mariya, Oleksandra,  
     Khrystyna, Mariia & Blyshchak Family, req. Family) – English.  
10:15 a.m. – Pro Populo – Ukrainian 
 
 

Confessions: Can be heard by appointment daily and on Sundays before or after the 
Divine Liturgy.    
Baptism and Chrismation: By appointment. Sponsors must be practicing Catholics. 
Marriage: Please contact the Pastor at least six (6) months in advance.  
 

 
Attendance at pre - Cana is required. 
Ukrainian Culture School will be held Every Saturday from 9:00 am  
until 1:30 p.m.   For more information please call the Rectory or contact  
the Director, Mrs. Izolda Maksym at (631) 225 -1203 or visit our web page:  
ukrainskaschkola.com. 
Ukrainian Cultural Dances for children ages 5 to 12 are provided by Mr. Gregory 
Momot of Paramus, NJ, every Saturday, by groups: ages (5 – 8) 1:35 p.m. – 3:05 
p.m.; ages (8 – 12) 3:05 p.m. – 4:35p.m. 
Religious Education: Classes for religious education will be held every Monday from 
5:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. Please contact the rectory for further information. 
Ministry to the Sick: Rev. Popovici will make visits to the sick on the first Friday of 
the month. It is the responsibility of an immediate family member to kindly notify Rev. 
Popovici at the Rectory office about any sick or aged individual who is hospitalized or 
confined at home or in a nursing home, and he will gladly visit and administer the 
sacraments. In case of emergencies please call any time. 
Pray the Rosary: The Apostleship of Prayer requests members and parishioners pray 
the Rosary on the First Sunday of each month, beginning 20 minutes before Divine 
Liturgy. The Rosary Society requests members and parishioners pray the Rosary on 
the Third Sunday of the Month beginning at 10:00 a.m. before Ukrainian Divine 
Liturgy. 
Mothers in Prayer: Next prayer group will be held on January 13, 2017 at 8:00 
p.m.     
St. Joseph’s Men’s Prayer: group will be held every Thursday at 8:00 p.m.   
Rectory Office Hours: Monday - Friday: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm; Saturday: 10:00 am 
– 2:00 pm; Evenings by appointment. Attention: Tuesday is a free day for the priest. 
In case of an emergency, please call at any time. 
Divine Liturgy: Dear Parishioners! Remember your faith; please come every Sunday 
and Holy Days to Church.    
Divine Liturgy for Children: Special Divine Liturgy (English/Ukrainian language) for 
family/children will be held today Sunday January 15, 2017 at 12:00 Noon.  All 
parents are requested to bring their children to church to celebrate the Holy Divine 
Liturgy. 
Sunday Bulletin Deadline: Notices should be phoned in or brought to the Parish 
Office NO LATER than 12:00 noon on the Friday prior to the Sunday of publication. 
Bequests: In making out your will, kindly remember your church. Holy Family 
Ukrainian Catholic Church of Lindenhurst, N.Y. is our legal title. 
New Parishioners: Welcome to Holy Family Church! To all who are tired and need 
rest, to all who mourn and need comfort, to all who are friendless and need friendship, 
to all who are discouraged and need hope, to all who are hopeless and need 
sheltering love, to all who sin and need a Savior, this Church opens wide its doors in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Please stop by the Rectory to introduce yourselves 
and register. We look forward to meeting you.   
Change in address or telephone? Parishioners, kindly provide the rectory with your 
new address and telephone numbers as soon as possib.  
 
Parishioners and guests: after each Divine Liturgy, coffee, rolls, & cakes are served in 
the Parish Center for a donation of $3.00 per person. 

Holy Family Ukrainian 
Catholic Church 

Pastor: Fr. Olvian N. Popovici 
 

225 N. 4th St., Lindenhurst, NY 11757 
Phone:(631) 225-1168 / Fax:(631) 225-1177 

Parish Center: (631) 225 - 1203 
E-mail:  olvianpopovici@yahoo.com  

Trustees: Silvia Smith (516) 712 - 5526 

  Bogdan Shafranski (516) 250-8009 
Choir Director: Iryna Popovych 943-3348 

Nataliya Popovici – English cantor 
Advisor: Gloria Tolopka (631) 667-6483 

 

 

Українська Католицька 

Церква Св.Родини 
Парох: о. Микола Попович 

225 N. 4
th
 St. 

Lindenhurst, NY 11757 
Phone: (631) 225-1168 / Fax: (631) 225-1177 

E-mail: popovici1 @ aol.com 
 

Web Page: www.holyfamilyucc.com 
Web Page: Saturday School: ukrainskaschkola.com 

mailto:%20olvianpopovici@yahoo.com
http://www.holyfamilyucc.com/
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Sunday Collection – December 25, 2016. Christmas: $3,840.00 
  
“Give to the Most High as He has given to you, generously, for the Lord is one who 
always repays, and He will give back to you sevenfold.” (Sir. 35: 9 – 10). 
  
Candles: $195, Terapod: $10, Pyrohy: $291, Sundry: $20, Flowers: $20,  
Christmas: $240, Immaculate Conc.: $10, Donation: $375, Annual Support: $125,  
Pledge: $140.00, Sunday Offering: $1,202.00, Total - $2,608.00. 
  
Dear Parishioners: Sincere thanks for the offerings made on Sunday, 

December 25, 2016. May God bless you all for your generosity. 
  
Our Prayer: Please remember all those parishioners who are ill or elderly 
within your families. They are part of our parish and need to receive Jesus in 
the Holy Sacraments of Confession and Communion.To schedule a visit by 
the priest, please call the rectory for аn appointment.  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Attention: To all who celebrate their birthday during the month 
of January, our best wishes and many happy healthy years! 
Mnohaya Lita and God’s Blessing. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Our Church News: 
1. Dear Parishioners, we would like to invite you to take part in our 
first Parish Council meeting for 2017 which will take place on 
Tuesday, January 10th at 7:15 p.m. We will discuss important matters 
at this meeting. Please make every effort to attend.   
2. January collections: Regular church cleaning: The next free 
will donation will be collected on Sunday, January 15, 2017.   
3. We wish to express our sincere thanks to: 
a) all our parishioners and to those who made special gifts to our 
church for Christmas Day December 25th (Gregorian calendar) in a 
total amount of $3,840.00. 
b)  M/M John & Christine Zakoworotny who donated $300.00 to 
defray some of the expenses of our repairs for the elevator.  
c)  those ladies from the parish who came fromTuesday through 
Saturday to prepare food needed and all the decoration for our 
upcoming New Years Eve party.  
d) those gentelmen from our parish who volunteered to perform 
needed work (removing pews, setting up chairs/tables) to prepare 
for our New Year’s Eve party. 
e)  Mr. Martin Smith who offered labor and materials to repair 
rectory equipment.  
f)  Mr. Volodymyr Hrynyuk who offered items needed for future 
raffle drawings. May God bless all those who volunteered or made 
donations and may He reward you with His choicest Blessings.  
4. We have for sale pyrohy with potatoes – $6.00 per dozen; 
holubtsi (stuffed cabbage with meat and mushrooms), $6.00 per 
package.  All proceeds go to our church. This is a fundraiser. 
5. In case of an emergency, at any time, whenever someone is in 
the hospital, seriously ill, or confined at home, please notify the 
parish office if it is the wish of the sick person or of his/her family 
that I should visit or administer the Holy Sacraments. I cannot visit 
a person who is ill without a request from the person or from their 
immediate family. 
6. Reminder to all parishioners and friends: no animals or pets 
are permitted to enter our church property because of the 
proximity of the sanctuary and the Blessed Sacrament. In 
accordance with the limits of our liability insurance policy, the only 
animals that are permitted in the church are 'service animals' such 
as seeing eye dogs.  Thank you for your understanding and 
cooperation in this regard. 
 

Dear Parishioners: ANNOUNCING our 2nd parish pilgrimage: 
A MARIAN PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY SITES OF EUROPE is 

scheduled from April 23rd to May 4th, 2017.  Only 43 seats are 
available. Join us on a ten day spiritual journey focusing on the 
apparitions of the Mother of God in Lourdes and Fatima. As St. 
Louis Marie DeMontfort, author of True Devotion to Mary said, “To 
Jesus Through Mary.”  VISIT 3 COUNTRIES – STAY IN 10 
CITIES – ALLOW YOURSELF TO BE SHOWERED WITH 
GOD’S BLESSINGS! We invite you, not just on another trip, but a 
spiritual journey you will never forget.  
For more information ask Fr. Popovici.    
 

RECEIVING “HOLY COMMUNION” 
During the Holy and Divine Liturgy (our name for what Latin rite 
Catholics call “Holy Mass”), when the time comes for the 
distribution of the Most Holy Body and the Most Precious Blood of 
Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ (called “Holy Communion”), 
do not be afraid to receive if you are Catholic and in the state of 
Grace. “Holy Communion” is given under both forms, bread and 
wine, using a golden spoon. The spoon simplifies things for us, 
since we use leavened bread, (baked with a special recipe and 
marked with special markings – and called prosphora) rather than 
the unleavened (flat wafer) bread used by the Latin rite. 
Communion “in the hand” is NOT an option in our Church. To 
receive the Most Holy body and the Most Precious Blood of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, just approach the priest with your 
arms folded in the form of St. Andrew’s Cross (X), tilt your head 
back slightly, and open your mouth. The priest says a prayer; you 
DO NOT answer “Amen.” Be sure to chew the Sacred Species 
carefully. No one has ever choked on a “Particle” here; neither will 
you. Your Sunday obligation is fulfilled by attending the Holy and 
Divine Liturgy (“Mass”) in any Catholic Church of any tradition. 
Catholics should experience as many of the Eastern “Rites” as 
they can. “Catholic” means “in the fullness of,” and it is through the 
variety of “rites” that the Church reveals its universality. Please 
feel “at home” praying with us, and please come visit us often and 
bring or tell a friend!                                                                                     

Please Note: In the Shrine at Schoenstatt Scotland was found the 
following PRAYER placed beside a candle stand.                            
CANDLE                                                                                                   
LORD, MAY THIS CANDLE BE A LIGHT FOR YOU TO 
ENLIGHTEN ME IN MY DIFFICULTIES AND DECISIONS                      
MAY IT BE A FIRE FOR YOU TO BURN OUT OF ME ALL 
PRIDE, SELFISHNESS AND IMPURITY                                                    
MAY IT BE A FLAME FOR YOU TO BRING WARMTH INTO MY 
HEART TOWARDS MY FAMILY, ALL THOSE WHOM I MEET, 
AND WHOM I HOLD DEAR AND TO MY NEIGHBOURS, 
FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES.                                                            
THROUGH THE PRAYERS OF MARY VIRGIN AND MOTHER,  I 
PLACE IN YOUR CARE THOSE I COME TO PRAY FOR 
ESPECIALLY……..                                                                                              
I CANNOT STAY LONG WITH YOU IN THIS SHRINE: IN 
LEAVING THIS CANDLE I WISH TO GIVE YOU SOMETHING OF 
MYSELF. IN SO DOING, I WISH YOU, DEAR MOTHER TO 
PERFECT MY PRAYERS, SO THAT BY THE TIME THEY 
REACH THE EAR OF YOUR SON, JESUS, THEY WILL BE 
PERFECTED. HELP ME, DEAR LORD, TO CONTINUE MY 
PRAYER INTO EVERYTHING I DO THIS DAY. AMEN. 
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Church Etiquette or Some Things You Should Know While in 
Church  by Fr. David Barr                                                                    
In the Eastern Church, there are many customs and traditions that 
are important parts of our worship. Some are cultural; some are 
pious customs. Some are essential; some are not. From time-to-
time, we need to address some of these various etiquette issues to 
inform our communities how we can best understand each other and 
work together to worship the all-holy Trinity.  

When should you definitely stand? Always during the Gospel 
reading, the Little and Great Entrances, the Anaphora, the 
distribution of Holy Communion, whenever the priest gives a 
blessing, and the Dismissal. In many parishes, the Divine Liturgy 
books in the pew have suggested times when sitting is acceptable. 
Follow those instructions (it's probably safer than to follow what the 
people are doing in the first couple of rows). When in doubt, stand. It 
is never wrong to stand in church.  
Lighting Candles: Lighting candles is an important part of worship. 
We light them as we pray, making an offering to accompany our 
prayers. Typically light candles when coming into the church - and 
that is usually the best time to light them, unless you’ve arrived after 
Liturgy has begun. There are times when candles should not be lit. It 
is not proper to light candles during the Epistle or Gospel readings, 
during the Little or Great Entrances, the sermon, and most of the 
times when the faithful are standing. If you find yourself arriving to 
church after the Liturgy has begun, it’s best to wait until after the 
Final Blessing to light a candle. 
Entering the Church (Late): The time to arrive at church is before 
the Liturgy begins, but for some unknown reason, it has become the 
custom - or rather the bad habit - for some to come to church late. If 
you arrive after the Divine Liturgy begins, try to enter the church 
quietly - and observe what is happening. If the Epistle or Gospel is 
being read or the Little or Great Entrance is taking place, wait until it 
is finished to quickly find a seat. If Father is giving the sermon, stay 
in the back until he has concluded. Try not to interrupt the Liturgy 
with your entrance. By the way, the best way to avoid this problem is 
to arrive on time - then you don't have to wonder if it's okay to come 
in or not. 
Crossing those Legs? Crossed legs are too casual – and too 
relaxed ---for church. Just think about it, when you get settled in your 
favorite chair at home, you lean back, cross your legs, and then your 
mind may wander. Remember that sitting in church is a concession. 
It is not the normative way of prayer. You surely don't want to get too 
relaxed and let your mind wander off. In fact, when you do sit in 
church, you should sit attentively - and not too comfortably. When 
sitting in church, keep your feet on the floor, ready to stand at 
attention (which is what "Let us be attentive” means). Cross yourself 
with your fingers and hand, but don't cross your legs!  
Walking In and Out:  Use the restroom before coming to church. 
You shouldn't need to get a drink of water during the Liturgy 
(especially if you are receiving Holy Communion!).  This is true for 
older children as well. Parents with young children should try to sit in 
the back whenever possible for just this reason. 
Leaving Before Dismissal: Leaving church before the Dismissal - 
besides being rude - deprives us of a blessing. Worship has a 

beginning ("Blessed is the Kingdom…") and an end ("Let us depart 
in peace…"). To leave immediately after Communion is to treat 
church like a fast food restaurant where we come and go as we 
please. We live in a fast-paced world where we seem to be hurrying 
from place to place. But in God's presence, we need to make every 
attempt to fight this pressure to move on to the next thing on the 
day's agenda. We deprive ourselves of blessings by not being still 
and participating in God's holiness. Eat and run at Fast Food - but 
stay in church and thank God for his precious gifts.  
Blot Your Lipstick or Don’t Wear Any! Have you ever looked at an 
icon in just the right light and seen the lip prints all over it? It's 
unsanitary, isn't it? Lipstick may look fine on lips, but it looks horrible 
on icons, crosses, the Communion spoon and the priest's or bishop's 
hand. Icons have been ruined by lipstick; and even though the cross 
can usually be cleaned after everyone venerates it, it just isn't 
considerate to others to impose your lipstick on them. What is the 
answer? If you insist on wearing lipstick to church, blot your lips well 
before venerating an icon, taking Communion, or kissing the cross or 
bishop's ring. Even better, wait until after church to put it on. After all, 
God is not impressed with how attractive you look externally - your 
makeup or clothing - but how attractive you are internally, your 
adornment with good works and piety.  
Venerating Icons: When you enter the church, it is traditional to 
venerate the icons. Usually there are icons at the entrance to the 
church and many churches have icon stands in the front as well. 
When venerating (kissing) an icon, pay attention to where you kiss. It 
is not proper to kiss an icon in the face. You wouldn't go up and kiss 
the Lord or His mother on the lips, would you? You would kiss their 
hand, and only of they invited you would you even dare to kiss them 
on the cheek. Pay attention to what you are doing. When you 
approach an icon to venerate it, kiss the gospel, scroll, or hand cross 
in the hand of the person in the icon, or kiss the hand or foot of the 
person depicted. As you venerate an icon, show proper respect to 
the person depicted in the icon - the same respect you would show 
the person by venerating him or her in an appropriate place. And 
remember, blot off your lipstick before kissing.  
Talking during Church: Isn't it great to come to church and see 
friends and family members? But wait until coffee hour to say "Hello" 
to them. It just isn't appropriate to greet people and have a 
conversation with them once inside the church. Besides being 
disrespectful of God, it is rude towards other people in church who 
are trying to pray/worship. Talk to God while in church through your 
prayers, hymns, and thanksgiving, and to your friends in the hall 
afterwards.  
Sunday Dress: Do you remember a time when people put on their 
"Sunday best" to go to church? In fact, dress clothes were often 
referred to as “Sunday clothes”. In some parts of the country, this is 
not common today. In fact, all too often, dress in church has become 
too casual. In all areas of our lives, we should offer Christ our best. 
And the same is true of our dress. We should offer Christ our 
'Sunday best", not our everyday or common wear. And we should 
dress modestly, not in a flashy way that would bring attention 
to ourselves. Our dress should always be becoming of a 
Christian - especially at church.  (Continued on next page) 



Here are some specific guidelines:  Women and girls: Dresses 
should be modest in length and not tight fitting. Legs and arms 
should be modestly covered. No dresses with only straps at the 
shoulders, no short skirts (mini-skirts), and no tight fitting dresses or 
skirts. Dresses should have backs and not be cut low in the front. If 
women wear pants to church, they should be dress pants (not jeans, 
leggings, etc.). Shorts of any type are never appropriate for church.  
Head coverings, such as veils, scarves and hats are encouraged. 
(Model yourself after the Blessed Virgin Mary.) 
Men and boys: Men and boys should also dress modestly. While 
coat and tie are not mandatory, shirts should have collars and be 
buttoned to the collar (the actual collar button may be left undone, 
but two or three buttons undone is inappropriate). Slacks should be 
cleaned and pressed. Jeans (of any color) are usually too casual for 
church, especially ones with patches or holes. Again, shorts are not 
appropriate church wear. If you're going somewhere after church 
where you need to dress casually, bring a change of clothing with 
you and change after coffee hour. Shoes or sandals should be clean 
and tied. Athletic shoes are not suitable. Remember, use your best 
judgment and good taste when dressing for church. After all, you 
don't go to be seen by everyone else - you go to meet and worship 
God.  (Model yourself after St. Joseph.) 
Pew Blocking: Never heard of pew blocking? It's that practice of 
sitting right next to the aisle so that no one else can get by to sit in 
the middle of the pew. Everyone has seen it. In fact, the best pew 
blockers come early so they can get their coveted aisle seats and 
then be sure that no one can get past them. Remember, pew 
blocking isn't hospitable - nor is it an efficient method of seating. So 
don't be selfish. Move on over towards the middle.                                      
To Cross: Anyone who has looked around on a Sunday morning will 
notice that different people cross themselves at different times (and 
sometimes in different ways). To a certain extent, when to cross 
oneself is according to personal piety and not an issue of dogma. 
But there are times when it is specifically proper to cross yourself, 
and times when you should not. Here is a brief list of when to cross 
and when not to cross: To Cross - When you hear one of the 
variations of the phrase, "Father, Son, and Holy Spirit"; at the 
beginning and end of the liturgical service or your private prayers; 
entering or exiting the church, or when passing in front of the Holy 
Altar; before venerating an icon, the cross, or Gospel book.  
Snacks for Children: You can always tell where young children 
have been sitting in the church. The tell-tale signs are graham 
cracker crumbs, Cheerios, and animal crackers. Parents often bring 
snacks and a cup of fruit juice along for children during church. And 
for young children (0-2 years old), this is acceptable as a stop-gap 
measure for a fussy child. But by the time children are 3-4 years old, 
they should be able to make it through Liturgy without eating or 
drinking anything. For those small children who get snacks, please 
don't feed them while in the line for Holy Communion (this applies to 
holy bread as well). They need to come to Communion without food 
in their mouths. And one last note: be considerate of your fellow 
parishioners. Clean up after your little ones!! The floor and pew 
shouldn't be covered with remnants of food or drink!  In addition, 
chewing gum in church is never acceptable.   
A Final Thought: Always remember that you are in church to 
worship God, the Holy Trinity. The priest says, "With the fear of God 

and faith and love, draw near." Let this be the way you approach all 
of worship. If you do, you will probably have good church etiquette. 

 Why Do We Light Candles?                                                                     
One of the first noticeable things when entering an Eastern rite 
Church are the many candles. We see people making an offering, 
taking the candle, lighting it, saying a prayer and placing the candle 
in the sand. So what is this all about?  Christ said, “I am the light of 
the world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have 
the light of life.” (John 8:12) Jesus Christ IS that light. He is the light 
that shines for us in the midst this world of darkness. And anyone 
who follows Him needs not fear that darkness because we know that 
Christ will always shine for us, leading us in the Way to the Father. 
Each time we light a candle, we are called to remember that it is our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who is the True Light and that He and 
only He will grant us True Life. Every candle that we light should be 
a time of prayer in which we reflect upon the salvation that the Lord 
has worked for us and also a time of recommitment, where we renew 
our Baptismal vow that we, as children of God, are called to “Let our 
light so shine before men, that they may see [our] good works and 
give glory to [our] Father who is in Heaven.” (Matt. 5:16). In lighting 
our candles, the first thing we should do is make an offering for this 
candle. Everything that we have is from God and the first step is to 
give back to Him for all of His many blessings. The next step is to 
venerate the icons around the candles and lift our prayers to God. 
Next, we light the candle, remembering all of our loved ones who are 
sick or who have passed into the next life, or who we just want to 
pray for, and beseech God to have mercy on their souls. But the 
candle has yet another profound meaning. The burning candle 
represents the entire life of the faithful, from birth to death. It stands 
for the inner flame of love for and devotion to God. A Catholic should 
burn like a candle before God, and his whole being should gradually 
be consumed by this divine flame thus marking the end of his earthly 
life. Blessed Simeon of Thessalonica (15th century), commentator 
on the Liturgy, states that pure wax symbolizes the purity and 
chastity of those who offer it. It is offered as a sign of our having 
repented of stubbornness and self-will. The softness and pliability of 
wax speaks of our readiness to obey God. The burning of the candle 
represents man becoming a new creature through the fire of God's 
love. Moreover, the candle is a witness to faith, of man's belonging 
to the Divine light. It expresses the flame of our love for the Lord, for 
the Mother of God, for the angels, or for the saints. One must not 
light a candle with a cold heart, merely as a formality. The external 
action must be supplemented by prayer, if only the simplest one, 
using one's own words. A lighted candle is present at many church 
services. Lastly, as we light the candle, we quietly say “Lord have 
mercy,” repenting for our own sinfulness while at the same time “re-
igniting” our own flame and recommitting our whole life to God. Thus 
we begin again to live as light, helping others see the Way in a world 
of darkness. The burning wax candle is pleasing to God, but He 
prizes the burning of the heart even more. Our spiritual life, our 
participation in church services, is not limited to the candle. The 
candle will not free us from sin, will not unite us with God, and will 
not give us the power to wage the unseen warfare. The candle is 
filled with symbolic meaning, but we are saved not by symbols, but 
by the full reality, Divine grace. 


